
Friday  21st January 

The children have been so enthusiastic about our penguin theme and have been asking us so many 
questions about penguins. They have loved exploring the ice in our outdoor classroom. It has also 
been good sharing a non-fiction book with the children and  discussing the features such as an index 
and contents pages. This theme will continue next week. 

Phonics  
We have continued to introduce 
new sounds this week and have 
been really impressed with the 
way that many of the children are 
able to remember them so well. 
Next week we will introduce the 
digraphs ( 2 letters one sound)  
and the trigraph (3 letters one 

sound) ur, ow, oi, and 
ear. 

P.E. and Forest School  
The next Forest School sessions will be on Tuesday 25th January for Goslings and Friday 28th Janu-
ary for Cygnets. 
The next P.E. sessions will be Tuesday 25th January for Cygnets and Friday 28th January for Gos-
lings. 
Forest School sessions are dependent on the weather and on suitable staffing being available as high 
staff ratios are needed. Please always assume sessions will go ahead and send your child appropri-
ately dressed and with their waterproofs in a bag. 

Mathematics 
The Maths’ skills shown by so many children really are great. Most children are able to con-
fidently tell us that 5 can be made of 3 and 2 or  1 and 4 which gives then a great founda-
tion for further learning and number bonds which is a new early learning goal. 
Next week we will be exploring and comparing mass and capacity. 

Reading 
We will soon be sending out login details for a new 
online reading scheme. This will replace Rising Stars 
(which is now unavailable) as it fits in with our 
phonics progression ‘Little Wandle’. When we read 
with the children we encourage them to look 
through the text on a page to identify known tricky 
words and spot the digraph or phoneme, before 
attempting to read. This  adds to their fluency and 
independence. 
 
Please continue to use reading diaries to record 
when your child reads their school reading books.  

Children should not wear nail varnish to school. 

Book Bags 
Please send book bags in every day. Please do not put anything extra into book bags as 
they do not fit into the children’s drawers.  Reading books will still be changed on Fridays. 
Please remind your child to hand their books in, tucked inside their yellow reading diary on 
Friday mornings in order to be changed. 

We would appreciate any empty toilet roll style tubes for a craft activity on Monday. Any 
loose parts (corks/ cotton reels, curtain rings etc) would also be appreciated! Thank you! 



Have a go at this activity, it will help your child with their un-
derstanding of capacity. 




