
Friday 10th December 

It is so lovely to be with the children as we approach Christmas. We have had many Christmas themed activi-
ties in the classrooms. This week we have made Christmas trees and written lists, cut up pictures of Christmas 
dinners, decorated Christmas trees and learnt about some Christmas traditions both here and in other coun-
tries.  
Next week will be very busy with our Christmas dinner on Monday, pantomime on Tuesday and party day on 
Wednesday. On Monday the children can wear their Christmas jumper if they bring a donation. 
On party day please send your child with a small party tea e.g. a sandwich and cake. This is in addition to 
their normal school dinner. On party day the children may wear suitable party clothes (they do go outside 
too—so make sure they have appropriate footwear and jumpers!) 

Phonics  
This term we have introduced all of the phase 2 
sounds (phonemes). They have done so well and 
many children are able to recognise most (if not all) 
of these 34 graphemes! 
We have also taught many tricky words. We teach 
the children to read these by sight. These are below. 
Please also encourage correct letter formation, it really is 
very important. See skywriter for more help on this!  

P.E. and Forest School  
There will be no Forest School or P.E next week.  
The next Forest School sessions will be on Tuesday 11th January for Goslings and Friday 7th January 
for Cygnets. 
The next P.E. sessions will be Tuesday 11th January for Cygnets and Friday 7th January for Goslings. 
Please make sure earrings are taken out, hair is tied back and that your child has shoes that they 
can pout on and take off independently (NO LACES). 

Mathematics 
We have been investigating 4 sided shapes this week and exploring the construction of 
squares and rectangles. The children have enjoyed the book “Square” by Mac Barnett and 
Jon Klassen. 
We also introduced time, discussing night and day, and the order of events during the 
day.  

Reading 
When reading we are aiming for at 
least 90% of the words in the book to 
be read by the child fluently (this 
means without having to blend).  This 
is why it is important to keep practising 
with the same book as it develops confi-
dence and fluency in reading. It is use-
ful to identify any of the tricky words 
on a page before you read the page so 
that your child does not need to hesi-
tate and can read them fluently. 

Christmas Concert 
Thank you to all of you who were able to join us for our carol concert—we hope that you enjoyed it!. 
We were so proud of the children and their first public performance. The video of our Christmas con-
cert will be made available to you via a link.  It is over 10 minutes in length so it cannot be shared on 
Tapestry or by email. Sorry!  

As we come to the end of a very busy term we would like to say a huge well done to every one.  There 
have been some huge adjustments to make and although we are unable to do our stay and play activ-
ity sessions for you—we hope that you have felt very much a part of all that we have done in Recep-
tion. Your support is so valuable to us! The children are so lovely and so settled. You are doing a won-
derful job. Enjoy this special time of year with them. Have a wonderful Christmas and a very happy 
new year. 

https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/skyWriter/index.html


 
Around the as-

tronaut’s helmet, 
and down into 

space 

 
Down bear’s 
back, up and 
round his big 

tummy. 

 
Curl around 

the cat. 

 
Round the duck’s 
body, up to its 
head and down 

to its feet. 

 
Around the ele-
phant’s eye and 
down its trunk. 

 
Down the flamin-
go’s neck, all the 
way to its foot, 
then across its 

wings. 

 
Round the goat’s 
face, up to his 
ear; down and 
curl under his 

chin. 

 
Down, up and 

over the helicop-
ter 

 
Down the 

iguana’s body, 
then draw a 
dot [on the 
leaf] at the 

top. 

 
All the way 

down the jelly-
fish. Dot on its 

head. 

 
Down the kite, up 
and across, back 
and down to the 

corner. 

 
All the way 

down the lolli-
pop. 

 
Down, up, down, 
up and over the 
mouse’s ears, 

then add a flick 
on the nose 

 
Down the stick, 
up and over the 

net. 

 
All around the 

octopus. 

  

 
Down the pen-
guin’s back, up 
and round its 

head. 

 
Round the queen’s 

face, up to her 
crown, down her 

robe with a flick at 
the end. Quick, it’s 

the queen! 

 
From the cloud 
to the ground, 

up the arch and 
over the rain-

bow. 

 
Under the 

snake’s chin, 
slide down and 
round its tail. 

 
From the tiger’s 
nose to its tail, 
then follow the 
stripe across the 

tiger. 

 
Down and 
around the 

umbrella, stop 
at the top and 
down to the 
bottom and 

flick 

 
Down to the 
bottom of the 
volcano, and 

back up to the 
top. 

 
From the top of 
the wave to the 
bottom, up the 
wave, down the 
wave, then up 

again. 

 
Start at the top, 

then across to the 
bottom of the box. 
Start at the top, 

then across to the 
bottom of the box 

 
Down and round 
the yo-yo, then 
follow the string 
round. 

 
Zip across, zag 

down and across 
the zebra 

        



the put 

he her 

I and 

go no 

into be 

we me 

she push 


