
Friday  30th January 

We have loved learning about Penguins and Antarctica for a 2nd week, but 
it’s time to journey off to somewhere new in the world. For the next two 
weeks, we will be exploring China and Asia. We will explore willow patterns 
and learn about the animals of the Chinese Zodiac. We will also learn about 
Pandas and their habitats. 

Phonics  
The children have learned 2 new digraphs: ar and or. These sounds can 
be easily confused with one another as they look so similar so we have 
spent lots of time this week learning the differences between them. In our 
phonics lessons, we learn to read and write the sounds both by them-
selves and within words.  

Outdoor Classroom  
May we kindly ask that while dropping off and picking up your children from school, you encourage 
the children not to interact with the resources outside. We want the children to understand and ap-
preciate that the resources outside are just like the resources in class that stay in specific areas and 

are not used until choosing time. If they are moved then we have to reset areas which can slow down 
our day. Many of the areas outside have ‘continuous provision’ items which means they are always 
available and we have spent lots of time training the children to put items in specific areas. When 

items are interacted with at the end or start of the day, they often end up in different places making 
them harder to find. Thank you!   

Mathematics 
We have continued exploring our numbers this week finishing at number 20. While we would expect      
children by the end of the year to be able to chant numbers beyond 20, the majority of our numberwork 
stays within 20. Children should be able to count up to 20 objects as well as chanting the numbers in order 
from 1—20. This is an end of year expectation however and we will be continuing to explore these larger 
numbers within class but any numberwork you wish to include at home always has such a positive impact. 
Noticing numbers on a calendar or clock as well as counting items are great little hits of numberwork away 
from school.  
The children have been enjoying an interactive game during choosing where they complete mini-challenges 

based on a chosen number:Today's Number - Up to 20 and this can be accessed on a tablet or phone should 
you wish to explore it with your child at home.  
Some questions you can think about when supporting your child’s early counting at home could be: ’Do they 
touch/move each item 1 at a time and say 1 number as they do this? ’ ’Do they know that the last number 
they count is the total?’ ‘Do they always count/say numbers in the correct order?’   

Reading  
In the coming weeks your child may   
progress onto ‘banded books’ if we feel 
they are ready to move beyond our Little 
Wandle starter books. Banded books are 
grouped into colours and begins with Pink 
1. The words the children will read will 
still contain the known sounds they have 
learned so far but will provide more of a 
reading challenge by having longer words 
to decode and longer sentences/stories to 
read.  

Finger Gym 
Children need help to strengthen muscles in their hands and arms in order 

to be able to hold a pencil firmly to write. We have attached a sheet at 
the back of this newsletter with some fun ideas for you to try at home., 

such as squeezing and manipulating  play doh!  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/todays-number-up-to-20






https://teachhandwriting.co.uk/whole-class-tripod-pencil

-grip-teaching-fs.html#:~:text=The%20original%20%E2%

80%9CTommy%20Thumb%E2%80%9C%20rhyme,play%

20with%20pre%2Dschool%20children. 

CLICK on this link to learn the correct pencil grip 
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